BLOOD BROTHERS 

REVIEW BY SHARON DRUMMOND – NODA
This is one of my favourite musicals but I have never seen it as a play before. This was a wonderful production, beautifully portrayed and characterised, with inspired direction.

The set was fantastic with costumes, lighting, sound and incidental music all adding to this excellent production

Every one of the players including the supporting cast and The Man (Tom Lythgoe) played a blinder. Bryan Higgins as the narrator was haunting, melancholic and threatening all at the same time. Claire Jackson as Linda gave the character a real warmth with expert comic timing.

Gemma Thorniley played Mrs Lyons whose demeanour and manner got more worrying (in a fantastic acting way) as the scenes went on. Her portrayal was quiet and unassuming which only added to the tension.

Mrs Johnston was brilliantly played by Amanda Avery who gave us light and shade in the role with laughter and tears. She connected beautifully with the audience.

The Brothers are always difficult to cast as they require actors who connect with each other, and can characterise young boys, then teenagers, then young adults. Tony Avery as Mickey was outstanding. His delivery, comedy and emotion were never overplayed but stretched the audience’s imagination with ease. Kit Phillips as Eddie played the well-off brother with a humility and caring nature that left me deeply moved. The most amazing thing about this production was that Kit also directed it showing a level of direction on such an emotional piece of work way beyond his young years.

Everyone involved in this production both onstage and backstage deserves a huge pat on the back and I am honoured to have reviewed such a fantastic piece of theatre.

